Gentlemen:?The subject I have chosen for your consideration at this, our annual meeting, is large and broad enough to fill a large volume, and you will please excuse me if I only present an outline of it with incidental remarks.
This subject might be properly treated historically, and thus elucidate its progress. But what we most need now, is the best means for perfecting ourselves in our chosen profession, and thus enlarge our spere of usefulness. The age in which we live is a progressive age, full of new inventions, and in nothing is it more remarkable than in our profession. Progress, progress, should be our watchword, and for this end was this Society formed, using the best means to advance both our own and the public good.
There is inherent in every human mind a desire to know something that it does not know, and the stronger this desire is, the greater will be the amount of knowledge acquired (opportunities, permitting,) 
